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Background

AYCO is a culturally-specific 501(c)3 organization led by and for the 
East African immigrant and refugee community in Portland, Oregon. 

Our mission is to settle the past, engage the present, and hope for the 
future. We envision a future where a strong cultural identity within 
immigrant communities of the Pan-African diaspora creates a 
thriving, resilient, and self-determining community here in Oregon. 

Since our inception in 2009, AYCO has enriched the lives of over 
20,000 East African immigrant and refugee families each year. We 
have grown from a youth serving organization to a multifaceted 
agency providing comprehensive youth, family, and community 
support.



Our Dream
We have worked hard to grow and strengthen our organization, and 
we are determined to be an enduring community hub for immigrants 
of the Pan-African Diaspora and beyond. 

We were devastated to learn in late 2021 that our bid to remain and 
construct our Dream Center in our current location on 74th Avenue 
was ultimately not selected by the Portland Housing Bureau and 
Metro Council, and that our organization would be displaced for 
urban development. 

Yet we as an organization and community have remained as resilient 
as ever. After over 8 months of searching and harsh competition in 
Portland’s buyers’ market, we are so pleased to have had our offer for 
$3.6 million on the beautiful, never occupied Flex building on SE 82nd 
Avenue accepted and we are now in the early contract stages. 



Call for Support
This is a crucial time for our organization. 

We currently have $1.5 million in funding in hand and several 
additional requests pending, and have received a letter of 
interest for bridge lending through Craft3. 

We need the support of our community and partners now more 
than ever to finance and begin development for this new 
permanent building for our Dream Center. Together, we can 
continue improving our community’s social determinants of 
health, supporting the public health response, building stronger 
neighborhoods, addressing educational disparities and negative 
economic impacts exacerbated by COVID-19, and beyond.



DREAM WITH US



Current Staff & 
Community Served

Community Members Served Annually: 
10,000-18,000

Population Served: African & Afghan 
Immigrants & Refugees

Staff: 20-25

AYCO
DREAM CENTER

Community Members Served Annually: 
25,000 - 30,000

Population Served: African, Afghan, & 

Middle Eastern Immigrants & Refugees

Staff: 30-40



Current Programs & Services

UPLIFT
Youth & Education Services

● Academic Support
● Athletic Clubs & Tournaments
● Civic Engagement
● Cultural Specific Mentoring
● Environmental Education
● Field Trips
● Parent Engagement
● Scholarships
● Summer Internships
● Youth Leadership Development

BRIDGE
Community Health & Development

● Afghan Refugee Family Nutrition
● Community Education Workshops
● Community Events
● COVID Wrap-Around Support
● Health & Vaccine Clinics
● Family & Household Support
● Victims of Crime Advocacy



Future DREAM CENTER 
Programs & Services

UPLIFT
Youth & Education Services

ON-SITE PreK/Headstart
ON-SITE Computer Lab 
ON-SITE Youth Drop-In Center
ON-SITE Movie Lounge

● Academic Support
● Athletic Clubs & Tournaments
● Civic Engagement
● Cultural Specific Mentoring
● Environmental Education
● Field Trips
● Parent Engagement
● Scholarships
● Summer Internships
● Youth Leadership Development

BRIDGE
Community Health & Development

● Expanded Refugee Services to support 
African, Afghan, Middle Eastern, and 
other refugee families

● Natural Disaster + Communicable 
Disease Emergency Preparedness

● Youth Workforce Development
● Small Business Support & Incubation

● Afghan Refugee Family Nutrition
● Community Education Workshops
● Community Events
● COVID Wrap-Around Support
● Health & Vaccine Clinics
● Family & Household Support
● Victims of Crime Advocacy



AYCO’s Future Dream Center



The Flex Building: 2110 SE 82nd Ave, Portland, OR 97216





Award Winning Flex Building - Office/Flex/Retail

Sales Price
● $3,600,000

Highlights
● Lot Size: .72 Acres
● Building Size: 18,682 SF
● Parking: 1.66/1,000
● Zoning: CS
● Accessibility: close to I-205 and I-84
● Public Transportation: bus routes
● Built: 2017
● Link for more photos

https://www.cbre.com/offices/corporate/portland-or/portland-property-search/details/US-SMPL-80086/the-flex-building-2110-southeast-82nd-avenue-portland-or-97216?view=isLetting%2CisSale


Flex Building Description

“Beautifully designed by LEVER Architecture, this award-winning 
flex building in a visible and easily-traveled location offers a 
myriad of possibilities for owner/users and investors alike.

Featuring a wall of eight fully functional garage doors, the 
expansive floorplan brings the outdoors in to create an open air 
environment. The soaring ceiling makes way for a mezzanine level 
with a birds-eye view of the floor below. While a bike storage 
room and showers offer convenience to those who prefer to 
commute via bike, the well-manicured surface parking lot is easily 
accessible.”



Flex Building Description

Designed for function and flexibility, The Flex Building at 2110 SE 
82nd presents a modernized work environment, complete with 
contemporary amenities, an abundance of natural light, and a 
minimalistic design for notable versatility. 

Located in the heart of the Cultural Jade District, The Flex 
Building is close to numerous shops and restaurants, public 
transportation, major highways, etc., and Portland Community 
College's southeast campus is just across the street.


